Claims 



An AV apparatus capable of transmitting or 
receivir\g information to and from any other AV apparatus 
H via a bus\ cha - r aet h er i 7 pri in that it ia provid e d with o - means 
for transmitting information to request storage of 
apparatus us>^ inf ormati,;©!! to any bther AV apparatus to which 
transmissionA or f^om which reception, of information via 
said bus is ii 



2. 

charact< 



AVXapparatus , as/ statGM ir in Claim 
■ nd i n \t ^ h a ^ i t — is^rjyv i ded wi - th — a- m 



setting 
recep 
rrom/any 
of 



ns for 

apparatus Vise inf oiofedtion to hav -Q transmission or 
on of video \.nf orrr\iation or audio inf oi^ation to or 

m a desired period 



other AV apparaiins-a^G-or 



3 . An AV api 
fctcrizGd i n 



,us, as stated in /Claim 1 or 2, 
■ ^ i\ 1 . s pro^^''^^'^ tY-; hVt r> - means for 



storing said ap] 

An AV apparatus 
oh a rRctPr i .z^d 1 n — that ^ ^ ^ _ 



e informat: 



Dn . 



as ^ - tateed . in Claim ^ — 2 or 3 , 
pr^^ydQ'^ T.^-i means for 



^ receiving, in response to 



(^request for storage, 
information transmitted from - 0SI^ - o4>he r- apparatus via said 



bus on whether or not said 
be stored. 



ipparatus use information can 



5 . An AV apparatus , as 



in Claim -3^., — 2 3, 



j& haraotcrigcd in that — is provi-d\pd with -o-. means for 



recei^sing, in response to said reqiiest for storage. 



n apparatus use information on,,., s;£a!d otHpr AV apparatus 



transmitted from said other apparatus Ivia said bus. 
n 6. Ari AV apparatus, as .^; -ta4L od- in Claim r. 4 or - 5, 

^ oh a r- acter i 7eaV in that — -i ^ -i g pr-r^Tri Hq^^ w-i ^ n^^apo for 

. \ . I 

transmitting, vmen said other AV apparatus can store said 
apparatus use information, said apparatus use information 
to said G)ther AV^ipparatus via said bus , 
^ If, An AV apAaratus, as - statera in C\aim -4-, — or 6, 

characterized in that it is provided with |a means for 
transmitting information on whether or not said other AV 
apparatus can store saji^^apparatus use i/^formation to a 
display means ,„.>^-ar nd ^a/fl dioplay moano display said 
information on whether ^r not storage/is possible. 



A 



8 



in any on © o . f — Claimc? 



An AV apparatusX as 
^ -i Lliiuuyli 5, -T-t^ -irn^l-Ti ro rt in r h n\t/ i t . iq pro-^^i H«arl with n 
means for transmitting to^^ ^id otjaor AV apparatus via said 
A' bus ..a^i^ apparatus use inf oima^ion together with .said 
information to request stora^g^e. 

A 9 . An AV apparatus, yas -^ ^ -t ed . in - aRy one of Claims 
J^' - 4 — thr oug h 8 , charact e ris e d in ^^aL it is piuviQtdd with a 
means for transmitting/to said o^her AV apparatus via said 
bus, when said other AV apparatuB cannot store said 
apparatus use information, inf ornvlation to request 



\0 

3 r.- 

w 



transmissJ-on of apparatus use information conflicting with 
said appara»^us use information. 
M 10- AnVAV apparatus, as - G - tatcd in Claim 9, 

e- ha - r - cLC L^i Ize d ^Nn that — rb — M^^ppsvidn^ with q - means for 
receiving said canflicting apparatus use information from 



via said bus, 



said other AV appa 

1 1 . An AV a^a 
9 or 10, charac,ter ized 
for transmitting said c^nflictin 
information to the displ^ 
displays /said conflicting feppao/atus 



as Stat 



that it 



means 



d in any one of Claims 
s provided with a means 
apparatus use 

.splav means 



inf ormatic 



A" 12^. An AV apparatus, ^ 

-e-harr aciCQrisQd in fe hart — i-^^ — i-s- 



7- 



in Claim 



11, 



rovid ed~j^Ad-tti_a-J T ieang for 



deciding, when information J^a^ storage is 
been/received, which of cqftflict^ng sets of 



impossible has 
aratus use 



rmation is to be given prior: 
13. An AV apparatus, as 




info 

^ - 3 - QTT ' X2^, ■eh Q - ra ot o - 3; ^ i - aod in tha-t r i t , 
A for reading .s-ai^ apparatus use inf orma\:i/6n out of the means 
to store - said apparatus use inf ormati/I^in, and ^ means for 
altering the apparatus use informatj/on \hat has been read 
out . 

14. An AV apparatus capable of traf^smitting or 
receiving information to or from any other A^ apparatus via 
rf a bus jeb arac t - or i a od m tha ^t — 2J^ — ^ <=^ p r-j^- ^^ri HqH At-; Tno;=mc: to 



3 . a 

U=3 



ni 



fl determMie whether or not s:u-Gbr use as is indicated in 
^ apparatu^ use information transmitted from said- oth^r AV 
apparatus Via said bus^ or on intended transmission or 
reception of \video information or audio signals with said 
other AV appar> 

15. An AVXapparatusx^as , s . tateV3 r- in Claim 14, 

AdL±±L— a- means for 



15. An AV\ 
characterized in 



-provj 



IS use informat: 



^ Storing said appara 

the apparatus indifca^d by said appj 



on^and, if the use of 



is possible, they 

.saJ^ other AV /apparatus^ is store 



ratus use information 
'appara>tus use inf o2^mation tj::a*tsmitted from 



16. Ar 

14 or 15, ^ 



AV apparatu>p, as 



m any one 



jff Claims 
th-a.- means 



for transm 
said appa 

indicating tne impo 
apparatus via said Jdusi 
^ 17. An AV apparatus, as 



f the apparatus ijidicated by 
is impossible,/ information 
other AV 



to use to sa: 



( 



iA Claim 16, 



fransmitting said 
a/50 



rlity to use^transmits 



characterized in that the meansV 
information indicating the imposs 

information indicating the reason ^or the impossibility to 
use together with said informat/or\ indicating the 
impossibility to use. 
A 18, An AV apparatus, 

■ p - i^ovid>pd with means for 



in j Claimo 15, — 3^6— ear 



reading apparatus use information out of means for 
^ storing apparatus use information, and-^means for altering 
the apparatus use information that has been read out. 



AV apparatus, as - gtatod in any on e of Claim 
18, &ha -Kia o-fere^^j^^ d lii '" L " ha t ■ \i - s— p - 2r e-v^de€ 



^ 19- 

means for 

transmitting •^.Q.^dr- appdr'atus ujbe information that has been 
read out to a display means,/ and 

the disp^y me^ns rea^s out said apparatus use 
information.^ 

rr 20. An AV apparamis^, as^'^- s - tatQd in -a ^y one of Claims 

iLi^^'*^ / y / ^ 

1 - throu g^y 19 , character in that the/ information to 
request fetorage of saij^ apparatus use/inf ormation is 
informal/ion containir:^ at il^east the s^tarting time of said 
other apparatus dhd the ending t/me of the intended use 
of saidVother AV apparatus 

21. A method for apparatuWuse characterized in that, 
out of at least two bus-conne/ted AV apparatuses, a first 
AV apparatus requests via safid bms a second AV apparatus, 
intending to transmit or receive viNdeo information or audio 
information, to store apr^aratus use Urif o^iif^^tion indicating 
the intention to use the second AV apparatus, and 



/ 



said second AV apparatus determines whether or not the 
use indicated by said apparatus use information is 
possible . 
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22 . AVnethod for apparatus use characterized in that, 
out of at least two bus-connected AV apparatuses, a first 
AV apparatus :^equests via said bus a second AV apparatus, 
intending to tr^smit or receiv^,.A?*i:d!&Q information or audio 
information, to sVore appar^us use information indicating 
the intention to lofee t-he second AV Apparatus, 

said second Ay^pparatus transmits to said first AV 
apparatus via sai^d bu^ - the apparajtus use information it 



lid fi/rst 



said ti/rst AV appai^atus d^terj 
said apparal^us use information 
information transmitted f] 
whether ok not the use by- 
basis ofl said apparatus 



apparatus 



'^aid sec 



Ld second 



Lnf orma 



23f. A method fory 



ipparatus use 



on\the basis of 
use 
apparatus , 
aratus on the 
possible, 
claimed in Claim 
use by said second 
atus use information 
s transmits said 
bus to said second AV 



21 or 22, characterized in tha 
AV appaWatus as indicated by sai 
is posspbie", said first AV appa 
apparatus use information via s 
apparatus . 

24. A method for appa;^tus uie, as claimed in Claim 
23, characterized in that, if the use by said second AV 
apparatus as indicated by said apparatus use information 
is possible, said first AV apparatus and said second AV 
apparatus store said apparatus use information. 



w 



25\ A method for apparatus use, as claimed in Claim 
21 or 22, ^characterized in that, if the use by said second 
AV apparatukas indicated by said apparatus use information 
is impossible), said second AV apparatus transmits, via said 
bus to said f irsSt AV apparatus^xiTrif ormation indicating that 
the use indicated by saixi apparatus use information is 
impossible. \ j< j 

26. A method/fc\r apparatus lise, as claimed in Claim 
21 or 22, characterized in that, /if the u se b y said other 
AV apparatus as^ indicate^ by saia appa^^us use ninf ormation 
is impossible/ said second AV apparatus transmins, via said 
bus to said first AV apparati^^ apparatus use /information 
constitutina the cause fori/ the impossibility to use as 
indicated by said apparatus Vuse informatio/ together with 
inf ormation\indicaJ>ing ^he Ampossibility to use as 
indicated by said apparatus mse inf orr]?fation . 

27. A method for apparatus use/ as claimed in Claim 
/\ 26, characterized in that ^sa 1 dA con/f licting sets of 

^ apparatus use inf ormation -ie transmitted to a display 
means, and said display means yaiBplays said conflicting 
sets of apparatus use information. 

28. A method for apparatus use, as claimed in Claim 
36 OiE 27, characterized i'n that, ifi said information of 
impossibility to store is received, \either of the 



conflicting s\ts of apparatus use information is given 
priority. 

A 2 9. A metho^ for apparatus use, as claimed in , any ono - 

Q_ lex. i 

of Claimo 2 4 — th - 3g ^ eu^ h: 28, characterized in that said 
apparatus use information is read out, and apparatus use 
information that has A^ep^sread out is altered. 
/I 30. A method f or^ a^par^tus use, as claimed in ^ny one 

^ -of Claims — 2J. — thr o ug fe- 29 ,\ character iz^d—jr^^that, when 

/ . , ^ 

requesting stora^^ of saic^ /appaj^atus use information, 
information is ^ransmi ttedAwXich contains ajt least the 
starting time (pf said secj^c^ AV apparatus a^nd the ending 



apparatus 



time of the ir|tended use/ of ^id second 

^ 31. An AV apparatus - systek consistiiig of a plurality 



of bus-connected AV apparatuses\ characterized in that: 

a first AV apparatus out o:^ saad AV apparatuses 
transmits to a second AV apparatus, to or from which the 
first AV apparatus intends to t/anamit or receive video 
information or audio informat^ion via said bus, apparatus 
use information indicating jme intend\fd use of the second 
AV apparatus, and 

said second AV apparatus, if the us^indicated by said 
apparatus use information is possible, sVores said 
apparatus use information or, if the use of tne bus indicated 
by said apparatus use information is impossible, transmits 
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information of the impossibility to use the bus to said first 
AV apparatus via the bus . 

/A 32, Ak AV apparatus system consisting of a plurality 
of bus-connecVed AV apparatuses, characterized in that: 
if the sy^^tem configuration is altered by the new 
addition of or repioval of any""?W apparatus, 

a first AV apparatus out of said AV apparatus system 
reads out apparatus \ise information it stores, and 

^ information, at least 

receiving video 
rst AV apparatus 
5.bility of the use 



on the basis ,of 
one second AV apparatus 
signals or audi^o^ signals 
is checked for the possibi 
indicated by/ said apparat 
^ 33 . Aj^^ AV appara tu-q> sys 
characterized in that said appa 
deleted if the use indicated by^ 
information is impossible 

3 4. An AV apparatus syf^ 
32 or 33, characterized in 
apparatuses performs time 




ation . 
s s - tat o d in Claim 32, 
us use information is 
id apparatus use 



sfat^rj. in Claim 31, 

A 

urality of AV 



-il — through 34, characterized in that saici apparatus use 
information is information containing at l^ast the ID of 
said second AV apparatus, the starting time or\said second 



AV appa2>atus and the ending time of the intended use of said 
second AvXapparatus . 

36. hfi AV apparatus characterized in that it is 
provided with\a means for setting information on the 

^ intended use ofX any other- AV apparatus, and means for 

^ checking with said, other AV apparatus via a bus whether or 

\ ^ 
not the use indicated by saj^dr-im^rmation is possible, 

wherein: 

if the use indlca^ted by said information is 
impossible, information indicatd/ng the impossibility is 
displayed on at display mefens , 

37. A ipethod for appaVatu^ us^ charactetized in that 
information on the intended V/o/of any • oth e y AV apparatus 
is set, and the possibility impossibil/ty of the use 

9^ indicated by said information is\checked ;/7ith said - othe r AV 
apparatus via a bus, and 

if the use indicated by said information is 
impossible, information indicati/lg\the impossibility is 
displayed. 

38. An AV .- apparatus system consi>sting of a plurality 
of bus-connected AV apparatuses, char^terized in that: 

apparatus use information pertainMig to a first AV 
apparatus out of said AV apparatuses is stored by said first 
AV apparatus and at least one second apparatus intending to 



• S3 • 



transmit or receive video information or audio information 



to or f] 



saic 



•asp* 



a tl 



first AV apparatus, and 
lird AV apparatus is to transmit or receive 
Ton or ^udio information to or from said first 
id second AV apparatus, the state of use 
apparatus and said second AV apparatus is 

grasped 

apparatus and ^econd AV apparatus for said apparatus use 
lormation , 



video inf 02 
AV apparatui 
of said firs^ 



or 



kguiring- of only either of said first AV 




